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Biography: Olga Pawluczyk, President and CEO

Olga Pawluczyk is the co-founder and CEO of P&P Optica (PPO), based in Waterloo, Ontario, part of Canada’s largest and fastest growing tech community. Olga is an expert in medical imaging, with a technical background in systems engineering and deep knowledge of the science of spectroscopy. Under the leadership of Olga and her co-founder, her father Romek Pawluczyk, PPO launched in 2004 as a research company focused on developing high-end spectrometers. The company has evolved over the past 8 years to focus on building solutions to the issues of safety and quality in the food processing industry. Olga is driven by the opportunity to combine emerging technologies to significantly improve the nutritional quality, safety, and sustainability of our food.

P&P Optica’s Smart Imaging System uses hyperspectral imaging technology and artificial intelligence to “see” the chemistry of food in real time. This allows food  processors to assess characteristics such as protein, fat and water content; shelf life; flavour; and more. Food processors can also use PPO's Smart Imaging System to detect even very small foreign objects such as plastics, rubber, and bone in food at line speed. These insights have not previously been available to food processors, and materially enhance food safety.

Olga is most happy when she can learn new and interesting things. As a leader, Olga focuses on providing an engaging working environment to like-minded people who are excited to explore new challenges as part of the PPO team. Outside of PPO, Olga is active in the local tech community in Waterloo Region; is an avid reader who loves to discuss pretty much any topic over coffee (or wine); and enjoys spending time walking and biking.
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